
Capital: Khartoum (2000)

Largest City: Khartoum 2,742,000

Urban
Population 10,652,000 City Sizes # of cities

lived in Urban 4.0% 10 million +

urban areas Rural 0.5% 5-9.9 m

in 2000. 2.5 - 4.9 m

.75-2.49 m

POVERTY IN SUDAN
Urban Poverty n/a (wealthiest 20% divided by poorest 20%)

urban dwellers Nation n/a
were below the Khartoum n/a
poverty line.

Economy &
Employment

(Country) 
Sector

GDP 
(1998)

Employment 
(1990)

Agriculture 39% 69% Nation (est. 1996) 4.0%
Industrial 17% 8%
Services 44% 22%

Decentralization Sample Urban Area: Khartoum, pop. 2.7 million (UNCHS - HABITAT, 1998)

Able to set n/a of local tax levels Able to choose n/a contractors for projects
Able to set n/a of user charges Funds transfer n/a known in advance

Able to borrow n/a of funds Central government n/a remove local govt. officials

Infrastructure 1,491,280 Population without Water Supply in 2000
& urban dwellers (000's) % of rel. pop.

Basic Services lack water supply. Urban 1,491 14%
Rural 5,840 31%
Total 7,331 25%

1,384,760 Pop. without Sanitation Coverage in 2000
urban dwellers (000's) % of rel. pop.

lack sanitation Urban 1,385 13%
coverage. Rural 9,796 52%

Total 11,181 38%

First and Second Quintile of Income Distribution
Urban   

Poorest
Rural 

Poorest
Urban   
Poor

Rural      
Poor

National 
Average

Health Under 5 yrs-old. mortality rate (per 1,000 births, 1998) * * * * *
Children severely underweight (under 3 yrs.-old) * * * * *

Crime

Annual Growth 
Rates (2000-2015)

Urban 
Migration 

Trends

NATIONAL POVERTY Income Inequality

UNEMPLOYMENT

War, famine and unemployment has driven internal migration for 20 years, with 30% of all migrants moving to the 
Khartoum metro area, 60% of which were aged 15-45 and 46% female.  Civil war in the south, invasions from Chad 
in the west and drought also caused migration into overpopulated areas.

20%

80% Urban

Rural

20% of people 
without water 
supply live in 
urban areas.

12% of people 
without sanitation 
coverage live in 
urban areas.
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Making
Cities
Work

12%

88%
Urban
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Sudan has seen a 23% increase in crimes committed by women between 2000 and 2001.  These increases were 
heavily weighted in urban areas, such as Khartoum (with 1,891 female crimes recorded) and in the densely 
populated state of Gezira, which reported 778 femaile committed crimes. 

UNEMPLOYMENT. From 1990-1996, 
urban areas replaced the countryside 
as the higher unemployment locale.  
Throughout the period, urban females 
experienced the highest 
unemployment rates in the four-way 
gender and rural/urban residence 
classification. 

pop. (000's)

19%
36%

49%

Urban/rural 
poverty data 
are not 
available.

National 
poverty data 
are not 
available.

2000 Popu lation 29.5 m illion

10-year A vg. A n n u al Pop. G row th *

G D P (2000) $35.7 billion

G D P per capita $1,211

G D P grow th 7.0%

G N I per capita (2000) *

W orld B an k C lassification Low  In com e

Popu lation  B elow  Poverty Lin e *

Sudan August 2002


